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public is so much in favour of its retention that were capital punishment
to be abolished there would be an outbreak of lynch law, i.e., the mob
would forcibly seize and kill those suspected, or convicted, of atrocious
crimes. In the second place, say the anti-abolitionists, burglars would
be more likely to carry lethal weapons if the fear of the death penalty
were to be removed. Thirdly, according to them, reprieved murderers
are likely to commit further crimes on their release.
HOW   THE   DEATH   PENALTY   IS   INFLICTED
Many and various are the means that have been employed to carry
out the sentence of death. In Great Britain the condemned person is
" hanged by the neck until he is dead/' He is allowed to drop 6-8 ft.
with a noose around his neck, and at the end of the drop his neck
breaks.
Hanging has been practised in England from a very early date, and
by the middle of the i2th century it was the normal means of killing
murderers. At that time the power to hang offenders was vested in a
variety of persons and bodies, including lords of manors, heads of
abbeys and municipal authorities.
After hanging, the corpse was often hung in chains near the place
where the crime was committed. Gibbeting, as this practice was called,
was not officially recognized until 1752, when also it was enacted that,
instead of being hung in chains, the corpse might be given to the
surgeons to be dissected. Gibbeting was abolished in 1834; dissection
two years earlier.
Until 1790 it was customary in England to burn those convicted of
certain forms of treason; and the beheading of traitors was permissible
for nearly a quarter of a century thereafter.
DRAWING   AND   QUARTERING
Until 1870 the barbarous punishment of drawing and quartering
could still be inflicted in England. Two Irish patriots were sentenced
to undergo it in 1867, but the sentence was not carried out. The first
person to be hanged, drawn and quartered was the Welsh prince
David (1284).
The sentence was carried out as follows: the unfortunate victim
was first hanged by the neck; but before death claimed him, his entrails
were cut out and burned before his eyes. He was then beheaded;
after which his corpse was cut into four parts.
Sentence of death was carried out in public as late as the sevefith
decade of the 1901 century. The last person to be executed in public
was Michael Barrett, an Irishman, who in 1868 was found guilty of
blowing up a wall of Clerkenwell Prison in an endeavour to sat at
liberty two of his comrades who were serving a sentence there.
The guillotine, a machine by which the prisoner's head is several
from his body, deserves to be considered a very humane instrument,
despite its horrible reputation. It was* indeed, upon tmmane pounds